
 

Local 308 on 

 Capitol Hill 

Local 308, along with many 

other locals from across the country 

attended the NPMHU biennial Legisla-

tive Conference held May 8-9, 2013 in 

Washington D.C. As most mail han-

dlers know, the continuing existence of 

the Postal Service as we know it de-

pends in great measure on the imple-

mentation of thoughtful legislation ad-

dressing a variety of issues. The most 

noteworthy of these issues is the oner-

ous burden placed on the backs of the 

working men and women of the Postal 

Service in the form of the $5.5 Billion 

pre-funding 

requirement 

of the Retiree 

Health Benefit 

program. In-

stituted by 

the 2006 

Postal Ac-

countability 

and Enhance-

ment Act, this 

crippling piece of legislation, signed by 

President Bush required pre-funding 

for the next 75 years in a ten year pe-

riod. The main focus of this year’s leg-

islative action is Senate Bill S. 316 in-

troduced by Senator Bernie Sanders, 

Independent of Vermont with a total of 

25 sponsors as of this writing and its 

House companion Bill HR 630 intro-

duced by Congressman Peter Defazio, 

Democrat of Oregon, with 147 spon-

sors including 6 Republican co-

sponsors. Both bills, entitled The 

Postal Service Protection Act of 2013, 

strive to implement measures that 

would eliminate the required pre-

funding of the Retiree Health Benefits 

Fund, establish criteria for the closing 

and consolidation of postal facilities, 

authorizes the transfer of excess re-

tirement contributions to the Retiree 

Health 

Benefit 

Fund, the 

Postal Ser-

vice Fund, 

and the Em-

ployee’s 

Compensa-

tion Fund 

under FECA 

and to the USPS for payment of its 

debt obligations. In addition, S. 316 

and HR 630 would permit the Postal 

Service to provide additional non-

postal services or products “consistent 

with the public interest” as well as 

protect six day delivery. During Day 1 

of the conference those in attendance 

were addressed by Congressman Gerry 

Connolly of Virginia, Congressman Mi-

chael Grimm of New York, Richard 

Trumka, President of the AFL-CIO, 

and Senator Bernie Sanders, who in-

troduced S. 316. Senator Sanders, a 

staunch defender of the middle class 

and decent paying jobs like ours, re-

minded the attendees that 1% of the 

country owns 38% of its wealth and 

the bottom 60% owns only 2.5%. The 

Senator added that the bottom 40% 

owns nothing at all. On Day 2, as we 

made our final preparations to lobby 

Congress, 

Brother Terry 

O’Sullivan, 

General Presi-

dent of Labor-

ers Interna-

tional Union 

of North 

America moti-

vated all in 

attendance 

with his usual 

rousing ad-

dress. Representatives of Local 308 

visited the offices of Senator Lauten-

berg of New Jersey, Senator Casey of 

Pennsylvania as well as the offices of 

Congressman Gerlach (R-PA), Con-

gressman Meehan (R-PA) Congress-

woman Schwartz (D-PA) and Con-

gressman LoBiondo (R-NJ). Please log 

on to npmhu.org and click on our leg-

islative link for additional information 

regarding important Postal Legislation. 

You can also send your elected repre-

sentative a personalized message ask-

ing him or her to support S. 316 or HR 

630 or simply thank them for their 

support. Get engaged and stay en-

gaged, your voice really does matter. 

In Union Solidarity, 

John Gibson 

Saving the Postal Service and your job starts with us 

Brothers and Sisters. The political climate in Wash-

ington DC is as dysfunctional as ever and we need 

to show our support for those on the right side of the 

ideological spectrum who are pro-

tecting decent middle class jobs like 

ours. This is a fight and we must en-

gage the enemy  with all the eco-

nomic might we can muster. I urge 

you to do just that little bit more by 

leading the charge to strengthening 

our political muscle in Washington 

DC and contribute to the Mail Handler Political 

Action Committee. 
Together we can make a 

difference. 
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